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and encircled. A system of flares and rockets enabled
the following troops to learn where the picked troops
had made the breach, and the artillery came close
behind the infantry. The troops had unlimited
objectives, and carried iron rations for several days.
When one division had reached the end of its strength
another took its place, so that the advance resembled
an endless wheel or a continuous game of leap-frog.
This method, it will be seen, was the very opposite
of the old German massed attack, or a series of
hammer blows on one section of front. It was strictly
the filtering of a great army into a hostile position,
so that each part was turned and the whole front
was first dislocated and then crumbled. The crum-
bling might be achieved by inferior numbers ; the
value of the German numerical superiority was to
ensure a complete victory by pushing far behind into
unprotected areas.

The position of the Allies in the face of such a
threat was full of embarrassment. The credit of
foreseeing accurately the coming attack, which
Mr. Lloyd George claimed in April, in Parliament,
for the Versailles Council, belonged in reality to
Haig and to Haig alone. And Haig was acutely
uneasy, for the British army now held 130 miles
of line, and these the most critical in the West, with
approximately the same numbers as she possessed
two years before, when her front was only eighty
miles long and Russia was still in the field. Clearly
this was a wildly dangerous extension for a weak
force in an area which was one of the two possible
objects of the coming enemy attack. The British
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